
Differentiating the Curriculum 

A differentiated curriculum is a program of activities that offers a variety of entry points for students who differ in 
abilities, knowledge and skills. Differentiation ranges from slight to major modifications of the curriculum 
through adjustments to content, processes and skills. Differentiation includes enrichment and extension activities 
that are developmentally and intellectually appropriate for students.  

What are extension and enrichment? 

Extension means providing opportunities at a greater level of challenge to the student.  

Enrichment means providing breadth to the curriculum at the same level of challenge to the student. This 
emphasizes the process of learning and application as opposed to the product; not all activities will have a paper 
product to demonstrate their learning. 

Students have access to extension and enrichment at their appropriate intellectual level. Activities should be 
relevant and interesting to students while teaching accountability and ownership of their work; not all activities 
would match the learning needs of every student.  
 
The CHIME Way 

Throughout our day, CHIME students are given ample opportunity to access the curriculum based on its 
Universal Design. Universal Design for Learning is a set of principles for curriculum development that give all 
individuals equal opportunities to learn. UDL provides a blueprint for creating instructional goals, methods, 
materials, and assessments that work for everyone--not a single, one-size-fits-all solution but rather flexible 
approaches that can be customized and adjusted for individual needs. (CAST, Inc. 1999-2011)  
Universal Design at its best is here at CHIME where students of all abilities are given access to the curriculum in 
a single classroom. Here are few examples from teachers: 
- Open ended questioning 
- A student who excels in math and likes mountain climbing writes a book on mountain elevations around the 
world 
- Students are asked to explain how they got an answer and/or their reasoning behind their ideas 
- Provide a problem that can be solved multiple ways, and ask that they come up with different ways to solve the 
problem, explaining why it works 
-Students observing and reporting on the practical application of topics covered; demonstrating the use in their 
everyday lives  
-Connecting concepts or themes to their lives and experiences 
-Hands-on activities using realia and/or manipulatives 
-Discussing bigger topics or ideas within a topic 
- Small group instruction 
-Incorporation and use o  
Parents and teachers alike want to ensure that all children at CHIME are working at their appropriate skill level 
and striving to maximize their potential. Differentiation is embedded in our school culture thus we are able to 
ensure a high quality education, everyday.  
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